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Converaatlon with Lieubl Canral Uouael
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“ l. essbl end hia wife, Rosemary, dincd wich us at
'my hohs .on 25 Octnber 1966 ‘. .

N ’*Elﬁfkwsnel raid that he %aa leaving 28 ootobor for
Qerrzany to vigsit. Bona end Munich; he had a & Novcn“cv

apvaan~ﬁb with Gehlen in Munion. T _:.

(..

R 3. Hesgal aald that the deciaion anncunced the . :
prev*oua @ay to move the NATO Politieal Coungil from Paris .
£o B uUHola now oleared the way for a decleitn on tho futurs’
pf‘tha [111itary Standing Groups aa belleves that it is

probabla that ¢t will be moved to Brusscle o ba moro R
,_cloza‘y aaaociated with the Council. hﬂ,; -“ﬁ;~f

L 'ﬂ. LQBSeV baliQVQs his own asaignmanﬁ to the btavdinb
Group wlll Ipgically bo terminated st the tinse the movo to

' .‘Brupcelp 48 wede. "Ha would prefer to remaln in-lWzehington
S in thip. asslgnment as long as the Group rem2ins heraes oincs
ﬁyﬁﬂAj-'he already has boen here three years ho hopes that he 10 vob
te inVOLVcd £n & move to Bruasels. _ _ '

5. In August 1965 Defense ninister von Haspel wrote
’a letter to Chancellor Erhard recoxzzending that lengel be
deaignatcd es the successor to Gehlsn as head of tho German
Intelligenco Serv1co. This propogal apparently ezerged -
frea the discusnions leading to the. designation of. Tretcnor 8
eugceopor. Becausa, of his rank, Wessel can loglcally. ba
-conpidered, only ﬂor thred¢ posta in either Benn or tha HATO
structure; ell® havo fairly recently bdbecn f1lled. ..tUeasoel

'uhlch m cd Mth an assurance that Oohlc,n's Blems for Vieanel
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. 801d that hd hod a long lettor. frow-Gehlen’tho pravious weels -
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“hed no% én wa&»a. Slnw Geb.len has consmtently ror m:my
years mpolen of Wosdeld as his probabls successor; thib \ ~,
vould Goem $6 4ndicate that Qehlen e also aware of x\accn‘c i
ﬂOviVity ..D 3?1.&(‘ E{&ﬁuqr) $ .-A‘-__ : ".'-.'( ."!{"‘F::~ .~_:'-"._1 B - .-"“_‘_ * -,~ ‘.._. ﬂ‘(..‘,-a.
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By Fea’sez heo ’i;aif:eﬁ o actions 1a fecon’ yaars to .
guppors hig owh candicacy for. Bk ton END poct, H1G wise
: 10 ebronziy .cpposed: to his returd’ to tho: D3 shd Has beén’
& highily cueccsssful hostess in Washington and obvicusly ‘
enjoys ap existence unburdened by Yhs demandg of llfe m '

the BiD with which'she, is quive femillers - T
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5! : 7. ‘tessel asoumes that Gehlen mu st:uy ‘cn unun B
= at leas? eorly 1968; his own assignment to the- PFD 1n 1907 we s
Ve aa deputy 16 an obviocus posgibility. Also, he G093 not S
:%3:] -rule cav tho poseibility that Qeneral Vendiand (@ Yondt, - Lo

o
ceemrte

D

‘@.%:>1m) tight be named to the wmuwber 1 pest of the D ﬁ' o
Rehidq ratirss.. it is m’ impressgion that kascol 1o enuirely
r-elaxml md qalto i’ exib e mgardins ma oum ure
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e L 8.:_ I placa \»easal amo-xg ‘the - t:uo or Lh:ea most "n c" ligenv,
i bnlan 23 scd vophisticated senior German officlals lmowm o
TS MR 1o years in Paris with Speidel, hls expcraluce in Bann; ,
- 083 J~2 gnd later a Division Comander, and, Sinaily, hia: 7 a4
.' yeard in Vashington on the NATO Standing Group have brow;h
“hin a Yong woy from his not undistinguiched beginning as -
- the youlthoul chiof of “S’oroign Amius East” aurmm Lhe
Closim, mnb’ls of W 1:1. ; . s o~ _,;

X

= 9.; 'Z hovo no evidence that Weseel hod: rtm \maa i
_9 close toweh with the BHD; specifically, théte hava béen’ flo-
~inGicatsong 6f his couversations with ms having been. vapo“acd

D

At to Gahlen. While his relations with the’ loeal EiD rapregeutes, J}
. }) tive, a1, : “have bean cordial, 1t 18 quite clear Chat in’
A - g doed not report to him, - For exémple, Wessol's conversatlod..

with the Dirgetor léeding. to the. invitabion to fchlan to vicit‘,,-'-"'
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¥aghington wa3 not’ communicated’ oy Wessel to. either - 4 b:*f"

I uou_.d hove quite a lot to eay regaording the:ieons equoncca‘
' of thiag appointmert to CIA and to the USA and the wannar ig)!
“which CIA'e r¢labions with the tnib, under hu leaﬂerahip,,
nhcruld b2 ccnducted.“l ;

9‘ tQ QBMOD. L E g ' . e T :,." “
e :
‘if -18, kc"e Hésael. to omorge aa head or the Geman Samim
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0 the surreut. orisis. in Germany's . -~
_ h$p would not seem.to be dmmaging to
the pronpatts. of eithor.Gehlen or Veasel, X swould guesd
that. Wedsal, n% this‘point, enjoys rospestsin many German -
governnent ‘and political oircles-+Quite; independeont of,~ " . 7w
and in coms” instances in splite of, his.long assoolation {,.wljﬁ .

with Gohlen, i , :
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